HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

DECEMBER 2011

% MPEC Principal’s Bulletin ¥

Engaging the Mind over the Holidays

December is a month that is packed with hustle and
bustle for all of us and the end of the month
vacation is always something we all anticipate. The
break from school doesn’t need to mean a break
from learning. Here are three simple ideas that will
help keep students minds working over the break
and help you avoid the dreaded “I’m bored.”

Take a Hike

Exercise promotes the development of new memory cells.
Walking in particular is good for the brain due to the
increased blood flow. Use the evenings during break to
take a hike with your family. You can look for holiday
decorations or light displays along the way and vote for
the best of the neighborhood (maybe the best will be
yours!)

Add a Skill

Learning something new strengthens and creates
connections in the brain. To pump up your brainpower,
try learning a new card game or cooking technique. Use
the holidays to have children help in the preparation of
the family meal. After the meal, you can try the card
game as a way to entertain and engage the brains of the
entire family.

Get Gaming

Strategy games give the brain a mental workout. Old
fashion games like battleship or checkers are as good as
video games like Tetris. Use the vacation to work on
strategy games with the family and have fun in the
process.

The above ideas are all based on brain-research and were
obtained from Family and Fun magazine. | hope you
like them. Enjoy the holiday season and have a great
vacation.

~Mrs. Flannery, Principal
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Congratulations Mrs. Bleacher

As you may have heard, Mrs. Bleacher will be starting a
new job as Director of Special Education for the
Antietam School District in January. We are very excited
for Mrs. Bleacher as she embarks on this new career
path. Her new office will be in the Primary Center, but
we will continue to see her at MPEC for IEP meetings,
student and staff observations and for general meetings.
The next time you see her, please join me in
congratulating her on this accomplishment.

We wish a warm farewell to Mrs. Raber, our previous
Director of Special Education, who has accepted a new
job in Spring Ford School District. We wish both Mrs.
Raber and Mrs. Bleacher good luck in their new
positions as their presence will be missed at MPEC.

Write-In the New Year

A great way to close 2011 and welcome 2012 is by
making a Time Capsule Letter. Your children can write
a note to their future selves listing their favorite things
like books or foods, predictions for the next year such as
their height or favorite subject, or a favorite event or
silly story from the year.

Store the letters with your holiday decorations when
you pack them away so that they are easy to find. On

December 31, 2012, have the kids open their letters to
see how much their tastes have changed- or haven’t.

R |
Mt. Penn Elementary Center
Antietam School District
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MPEC Dates to Remember

THANK YOU PARENTS FOR OUR CONFERENCE SUCCESS

I am happy to report that as a building we had 95% of our parents attend their scheduled conference.
This was a great time to work together as a team to find out ways to help students continue to succeed.
Thank you to the teachers for the long hours that week and thank you parents for the wonderful turnout!

There will be no school on Thursday, March 29 in order to hold Spring Conferences. These sessions are
scheduled for teachers or parents who feel a spring conference is necessary. More information will be sent
home regarding scheduling in the spring.

School Calendar

MONDAY, DECEMBER 26- MONDAY, JANUARY 2- SCHOOL CLOSED- Winter Holiday
TUESDAY, JANUARY 3- SCHOOL RE-OPENS

PTL Information
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 - 10:00-1:00 PM Holiday Fun Festival - MPEC Cafeteria
TUESDAY, JANUARY 3 - General Membership Meeting- 7:00 PM MPEC - Cafeteria

Meeting Dates

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12 - 7:00 PM - SCHOOL BOARD WORKSHOP- DISTRICT OFFICE
MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 - 7:00 PM - SCHOOL BOARD MEETING - DISTRICT OFFICE

Other Dates to Note

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13 - MID-QUARTER REPORTS MAILED HOME
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15 - HOLIDAY CONCERT- 6:30 PM — MPPC AUDITORIUM
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EARLY CLOSING/EMERGENCY CLOSING FAMILY PLAN

As winter approaches, please instruct your child/children concerning procedures to use if there is an early
dismissal or emergency closing during the school day as planned or caused by weather or mechanical
conditions. Students should be instructed where to go, how to get there, and with whom as your personal
plan on file indicates. You can also access closings on our website, WFMZ-TV with a continuous scrolling
at the bottom of their screen (channel 9), or the local radio stations.

Our SKYALERT system will also give you a message. Please make sure that your phone number and
emails are current so SKYALERT can reach you. Please use these methods to check on closings
rather than call the schools. Thank you for your cooperation in advance.




REMINDERS

GIFT GIVING POLICY REMINDER

The elementary school has an established
guideline to alleviate any questions or problems
with the idea of gift giving in the elementary
classrooms at holiday time.

The guideline stipulates that students will not be
exchanging gifts with other students in their
classrooms, teachers will not be giving gifts to
their students, and teachers will not accept gifts
from students.

We expect that you will honor this guideline, which
will alleviate inequity, concerns, and/or
disappointments. Thank you for your cooperation
and understanding.

WINTER CONCERT- DECEMBER 15

Our band and chorus have been working hard and
will present their Winter Concert at 9:30 AM for
our students only, and at 6:30 PM that evening for
their guests. The students performing will receive
information from Mr. Nevin and Mr. Gillner in the
near future as to arrival times for the program.

We hope to see you there!

DONATIONS UPDATES: Coats and Pilgrims

Thanks to everyone who donated to the Greater
Berks Food Bank who held their 6th Annual “Buy
a Pilgrim” fundraising campaign. This year’s
campaign was successful and we ended up raising
$167 for the Greater Berks Food Bank. The total
amount of money raised surpassed our total from
last year by over $50! A special thanks to Mrs.
Reeves who coordinated this event.

Another thanks to everyone who donated coats to
the COATS FOR KIDS winter clothing drive. We
collected several bags of coats, mittens, and cold
weather attire.

The families of MPEC continue to impress us with
their generosity. This truly puts us in the spirit of
the season. Thanks again for giving.

BUSINESSES TO NOTE

Savings Made Simple

A HUGE THANKS TO Sam’s Club for their
generous support as we were selected to receive a
$1,000 donation. Ten teachers were randomly
selected to win $100 gift cards that could be at
Sam’s Club or Wal-Mart for supplies for their
classrooms. This Teacher Rewards program could
not have come at a better time to help with general
needs. Thanks to Manager Melissa Rex and to the
Sam’s Club for their support!

We are in the process of enrolling in the A+ school
rewards program through Giant. Look for updates ~
in next month’s issue to see how your regular -
Giant shopping can benefit MPEC. Until then
remember to keep collecting Box Tops for
Education, Target and Redner’s Receipts, Moo
Milk Caps, Coke Product Bottle Tops, and soda
can tabs! Your efforts can really make a
difference!

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT As we have informed you in the past, the Antietam
School District participates in the Integrated Pest Management Program, which allows parents
to be notified when a pest control treatment is applied to our fields, or in our buildings.

Parents who wish to be informed when treatments are to be made must write a letter to this
effect to: The Office of the Superintendent, 100 Antietam Road, Reading, PA 19606

BOROUGH OF MT. PENN — TOWNSHIP OF LOWER ALSACECURFEW ORDINANCE
#7591t shall be unlawful for any minor to be or remain in or upon any public highway, park, or
other public place within the Borough, Township or in any enclosure or vehicle which is on or
in close proximity to any such public place within the Borough/Township between the hours of
10 PM and 5 AM on the following day official prevailing time, unless accompanied by the
person charged with control after an event or activity which ended between the limiting hours;
or, unless such minor is in lawful employment making it necessary to be in such place
between the said hours; or, unless there exists a reasonable necessity therefore. The fact
that a minor, unaccompanied as foresaid, is found in any of the foresaid places within the
Borough/Township during the time period shall be prima facie evidence that said minor is
there unlawfully and that no reasonable necessity or compelling reason exists..

POLICY OF NONDISCRIMINATION The Antietam School District is an equal opportunity
education institution and will not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, age,
sex, handicap, or Veteran status in its activities, programs, or employment practices as required by Title
VI, Title IX, and Section 504. For information regarding civil rights, grievance procedures, services,
activities, and facilities that are accessible to and usable by handicapped persons, contact Dr. Larry W.
Mayes, Compliance Coordinator, Antietam School District, 100 Antietam Road, Reading, PA 19606,
(610) 779-0554.
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Educational Fun at Home

Focus on Spelling
There are many ways that a parent can create a teachable moment for their child at home. Each
month, the newsletter will present ideas that parents might want to use to create educational fun at
home. December’s focus is on Spelling and Writing.

I was n ever a good speller growing up. My parents and | would spend many nights studying with no results, so |
look for fun ways for students to review those lists. | have included a few of my favorite.
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POST-IT! Any age

All you need for this fun activity are Post-It notes, the spelling list, and a marker. Put one letter on

each post it note until you have all the letters needed to spell the words on the list. Then, put the

letters on a window or wall in a random order. When you are ready, read the first w ord and then say
OPOSTTO! Your child can run to the letters and a
speller, you can make this a timed challenge, if they struggle, just aim for accuracy. This activity is a

good way to get children mo ving, thinking and practicing their spelling in a fun new way.
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SPELLING BOARD GAME Any age

Take any board game that you like to play that uses dice. Instead of the child rolling the dice to move
their man, they have to spell a word correctly to advance. For example, if they spelled the word

ocreative6 correctly, they could advance 8 spaces.l'
to give you words that you have to spell correctly to advance.

WEB SITE_TO NOTE
There are many web sites out t here that feature different types of spelling assistance. One that we
love to use is www.spellingcity.com. This site has free components that allow students to learn and
practice their spelling words independently. There are flash cards, games and quizzes that can engage
students in spelling fun. Parents may need to assist with entering the spelling words initially to avoid
errors.

PARENT6 S CORNER
Each month | would love to showcase ideas that pare nts are using at home to help children learn. If you
have an idea for spelling or writing (next monthos
aflannery@antietamsd.org . If your item ends up being published, your family will win a $5 Sonic Gift
Card!

FEATURE OF THE MONTH - Gift Swap Bingo

Here is an idea that is a fun way to save money while still enjoying a gift exchange. Have each person in the

family bring a wrapped gift that is either gently used or low cos t (stuffed animals, books, games, candy) and
place them all on a table. Have the family play BINGO with the gifts as prizes. Play until each member of the

family has won a prize. Itis a great way to spend time with the family sharing in the joy of the season without
having to feel the pressure of getting a gift for everyone.

Note - There are many websites sites that offer free Bingo Card Templates or you can make your own with a
holiday theme at the top!



http://www.spellingcity.com/
mailto:aflannery@antietamsd.org

